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Emotion, self and identity 
Programme 

 
 
PLACE: MØDELOKALE 2 , AARHUS UNIVERSITY, NDR. RINGGADE 3, 8000 AARHUS C 
 
FEE: 150 KR. (COFFEE, FRUIT AND CAKE) + 250 KR. (CONFERENCE-DINNER FRIDAY EVENING) 
 
ORGANIZERS:  
ANNE MARIE PAHUUS (FILAMP@HUM.AU.DK) 
ANDERS MOE RASMUSSEN (FILAMR@HUM.AU.DK) 
STEEN BROCK (FILSB@HUM.AU.DK) 
ANNE LINE DALSGÅRD (ETNOALD@HUM.AU.DK) 
 
REGISTRATION: BY MAIL TO ULLA RASMUSSEN BILLINGS, KULTUR@HUM.AU.DK BEFORE MAY 16. PLEASE GIVE TO 
ULLA YOUR NAME, TITLE AND ADDRESS AND INDICATE ALSO WHETHER YOU WANT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
CONFERENCE DINNER FRIDAY EVENING. PAYMENT (CASH) FOR PARTICIPATION, 150 KR., AND DINNER, 250 KR., WILL 
BE POSSIBLE ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE CONFERENCE, THURSDAY 24 MAY BETWEEN 12:45 AND 13:15.  
 
MAXIMUM: 80 PARTICIPANTS 
 
THEME OF THE CONFERENCE: 
THIS CONFERENCE ON EMOTIONS, SELF AND IDENTITY WILL CONSIDER THE CENTRAL PROBLEM OF THE ROLE OF 
EMOTION IN PERSONAL AND SOCIAL IDENTITY FORMATION.  
THE STUDY OF EMOTION IS A RECENT FIELD OF INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH WITH INCREASING SIGNIFICANCE. 
DURING THE LAST DECADE NEARLY ALL DISCIPLINES HAVE BROKEN WITH THE TRADITIONAL UNDERSTANDING OF 
EMOTIONS AS NON-INTENTIONAL STATES OF MIND WITHOUT COGNITIVE CONTENT AND RECENT MORAL, POLITICAL, 
PSYCHOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL THEORY CONVERGE IN ATTRIBUTING TO EMOTION GREAT SYSTEMATIC IMPORTANCE 
TAKING EMOTIONS TO BE A CONSTITUTIVE FACTOR IN RATIONAL AGENCY. IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE THEORY 
OF EMOTION COME NOT ONLY FROM NEUROLOGY, EVOLUTIONAL THEORIES, AND EMPIRICAL STUDIES, BUT ALSO FROM 
PHILOSOPHERS, PSYCHOLOGISTS, SOCIOLOGISTS AND ANTHROPOLOGISTS ANALYZING MORAL THINKING, REFLEXIVITY 
AND SELF-UNDERSTANDING.  
THE CONFERENCE WILL BRING INTO CONTACT THEORIES OF MORAL IDENTITY, SOCIAL AGENCY, VIRTUES AND VALUES 
WITH A SPECIAL FOCUS ON THE PHILOSOPHY AND SOCIOLOGY OF EMOTIONS.  
 
Thursday 24 May 
 
12.45-13.15  REGISTRATION  
13.30-13.45  WELCOME ADDRESS by Steen Wackerhausen (Research leader for the research 

cluster ‘Knowledge Society’, Faculty of Humanities, Aarhus University) Anders Moe 
Rasmussen and Anne Marie Pahuus (Organizers and coordinators of the research 
programme Emotion, Knowledge and Culture) 

 
13.45-15.00  PLENARY LECTURE I  

John Deigh – Emotions and Values 
 

15.00-15.30 COFFEE BREAK 
 
15.30-16.45 PLENARY LECTURE II 
 Robert C. Roberts - Generosity and Gratitude 
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Friday 25 May 
 
9.30-10.45  PLENARY LECTURE III 

Margot Lyon - The place of emotion in the embodiment of social life 
and implications for understanding action and agency: Lessons from early 
philosophical biology 

 
11.00-12.00   DISCUSSION:  

SOCIOLOGY OF EMOTIONS (RESPONSIBLES: ANNE LINE DALSGAARD, POUL PODER) 
 
12.00-13.00 LUNCH BREAK 
 
13.00-14.15 PLENARY LECTURE IV 

Jesse Prinz – Emotion and Moral Identity 
 

14.15-14.45  COFFEE BREAK 
 
14.45-16.00 PLENARY LECTURE V 

David Cockburn - Emotion, expression and conversation  
 
16.00-17.00 PANEL DISCUSSION (KEY-NOTE SPEAKERS) 
 
17.15-17.45  ‘EMOTION, KNOWLEDGE AND CULTURE’ BUSINESS MEETING 
 
19.00 CONFERENCE DINNER  

(RICHARD MORTENSEN STUEN, AARHUS UNIVERSITY, NDR. RINGGADE 3) 
 
 
Saturday 26 May 
 
10.00-11.15  PLENARY LECTURE VI   
 Kathleen Higgins - The Spirituality of Music:  An Emotional Exploration 
 
11.15-11.30 COFFEE BREAK 
 
11.30-12.15  PARALLEL DISCUSSIONS 
 
BELIEF AND FACT IN EMOTIONS? 

WHAT HAS PHENOMENOLOGY TO 
DO WITH EMOTIONS?  

 
 
RESPONSIBLE:  
PETER STORM HENNINGSEN 

 
 
RESPONSIBLE: THOMAS SCHWARZ 
WENTZER 
 

 
12.15-13.00 LUNCH  
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JOHN DEIGH (TEXAS/USA, ANU/AUSTRALIA) HTTP://WWW.UTEXAS.EDU/LAW/FACULTY/PROFILE.PHP?ID=DEIGHJ 

EMOTIONS AND VALUES 
 THE PAPER IS ABOUT THE RELATION OF EMOTIONS TO VALUES.  SOME PHILOSOPHERS--DAVID HUME, FOR INSTANCE-

-HOLD THAT OUR PERCEPTION OF OBJECTS AS HAVING VALUE, POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE, CONSISTS IN 

OUR FEELING PLEASURE OR DISPLEASURE AT THE SIGHT OF THOSE OBJECTS AND THEN PROJECTING OUR FEELINGS 

ONTO THE OBJECTS.  IN HOLDING THIS VIEW, THEY OPPOSE THE LINE OF PHILOSOPHERS GOING BACK TO PLATO WHO 

HOLD THAT THE VALUES WE PERCEIVE OBJECTS AS HAVING ARE REAL QUALITIES IN THE OBJECTS AND NOT FIGMENTS 

OF OUR FEELINGS AND THAT THE EMOTIONS WE FEEL TOWARD OBJECTS ARE RESPONSES TO THOSE QUALITIES IN THE 

OBJECTS.  AFTER CRITICALLY EXAMINING HUME'S IDEAS, I CONSIDER HOW THE VIEW THAT GOES BACK TO PLATO CAN 

BE MAINTAINED WITHOUT INTRODUCING THE METAPHYSICAL EXTRAVAGANCES IT IS GENERALLY THOUGHT TO ENTAIL.   

 

ROBERT C. ROBERTS (BAYLOR UNIVERSITY/USA) HTTP://WWW.BAYLOR.EDU/PHILOSOPHY/INDEX.PHP?ID=001942 

GENEROSITY AND GRATITUDE 
GENEROSITY AND GRATITUDE ARE SOCIALLY COMPLEMENTARY VIRTUES. AS AN EMOTION, GRATITUDE IS A PROPER 

RESPONSE TO ACTS OF GENEROSITY, A RESPONSE WHOSE INTELLIGENCE TAKES UP THE LOGIC OF GENEROSITY IN AN 

APPRECIATIVE PERCEPTION; AND GENEROSITY IS “GRATIFIED” BY A GRATEFUL RESPONSE, NOT AS A STRICT NEED, BUT 

AS A FITTING COMPLETION. THE TWO VIRTUES SHARE A PARTICULAR “ETHIC” OR VIEW OF THE SOCIAL WORLD, WITH 

IMPLICATIONS FOR PERCEPTUAL AND JUDGMENTAL EVALUATION OF INTERPERSONAL SITUATIONS AND THE ACTIONS 

THAT GO WITH THESE. 

 

MARGOT LYON (ANU/AUSTRALIA) HTTP://ARTS.ANU.EDU.AU/AANDA/PEOPLE/VISITORS.ASP 

THE PLACE OF EMOTION IN THE EMBODIMENT OF SOCIAL LIFE AND IMPLICATIONS FOR UNDERSTANDING ACTION AND 

AGENCY: LESSONS FROM EARLY PHILOSOPHICAL BIOLOGY 
THE PAPER INVESTIGATES THE IMPLICATIONS OF A SOCIAL APPROACH TO EMOTION FOR QUESTIONS OF EMBODIMENT 

AND AGENCY--AND THEREFORE BEING AND IDENTITY. IT USES WORK OF PLESSNER (WITH MENTION OF SOME OTHER 

SCHOLARS IN EARLY PHILOSOPHICAL ANTHROPOLOGY/ PHILOSOPHICAL BIOLOGY) AS WELL AS SOME CONTEMPORARY 

SOCIAL THEORISTS OF EMOTION, TO RAISE QUESTIONS ABOUT ACTION AND AGENCY.  

 

JESSE PRINZ (NORTH CAROLINA/USA) HTTP://PHILOSOPHY.UNC.EDU/PRINZ.HTML 

EMOTION AND MORAL IDENTITY 
IT IS SOMETIMES SUGGESTED THAT MORAL DISAGREEMENTS MERELY REFLECT DIFFERENCES IN FACTUAL BELIEFS.  

ON THIS VIEW, WHEN PEOPLE SHARE THE SAME MORAL VALUES, AND WOULD COME TO RESOLUTION IF THEY COULD 

COME TO AGREE ABOUT THE NON-MORAL FACTS.  AN ALTERNATIVE VIEW, WHICH I DEFEND, IS THAT MORAL 

DISAGREEMENTS STEM FROM DIFFERENT FUNDAMENTAL MORAL VALUES.  SUCH FUNDAMENTAL DISAGREEMENTS ARE 

POSSIBLE BECAUSE MORAL VALUES ARE BASED ON EMOTIONS, AND EMOTIONS ARE AMENABLE TO CULTURAL 

CONDITIONING. ONCE OUR VALUES HAVE BEEN FORMED IN THIS WAY, THEY BECOME INTEGRAL TO OUR SENSE OF 

IDENTITY. I REVIEW EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE FOR THE THESE CONCLUSIONS. 



DAVID COCKBURN (LAMPETER/UK) HTTP://WWW.LAMP.AC.UK/PHILOSOPHY/DAC.HTML 

EMOTION, EXPRESSION AND CONVERSATION  

THE PAPER IS AN EXPLORATION OF THE PLACE THAT THE BODILY AND LINGUISTIC EXPRESSION OF EMOTION HAS IN 

OUR LIVES; AND OF THE CONNECTION OF THAT WITH THE PLACE THAT EMOTION HAS IN OUR LIVES. EMOTION AND ITS 

EXPRESSION RESIST PLACING WITHIN TRADITIONAL MIND-BODY DUALISM, WITHIN BELIEF-DESIRE PSYCHOLOGY, AND 

WITHIN STANDARD VIEWS OF THE PLACE OF LANGUAGE IN HUMAN LIFE. WE SEE THIS IN TWO STRANDS IN DESCARTES’ 

THINKING: THE RADICAL LACK OF CONNECTION BETWEEN EMOTION AND BEHAVIOURAL MANIFESTATIONS, AND THE IDEA 

THAT TO EXPERIENCE A SITUATION THROUGH AN EMOTION IS TO EXPERIENCE IT IN A CONFUSED WAY. IN CONTRAST 

WITH THIS, WE SEE THE SENSE IN WHICH WE MAY, THROUGH ITS EXPRESSION, HAVE UNMEDIATED RECOGNITION OF 

ANOTHER’S EMOTIONS BY REFLECTING ON THE PLACE THAT THESE DIFFERENT FORMS OF EXPRESSION HAVE IN OUR 

RELATIONS WITH EACH OTHER. IT IS CRUCIAL TO THIS PLACE THAT DIFFERENT PEOPLE MAY MANIFEST IN THEIR 

SPEECH OR BODILY EXPRESSION WHAT STRIKES ME IMMEDIATELY AS THE SAME EMOTIONAL REACTION TO A 

SITUATION. IT IS IMPORTANT, TOO, THAT EXPRESSION HAS A TWO WAY RELATION TO ITS CONTEXT: ON THE ONE HAND, 

WHAT I SEE IN HER, OR HEAR IN HER WORDS, MAY IMMEDIATELY STRIKE ME IN A CERTAIN WAY, AND, WITH THAT, MAY 

CLEARLY SUGGEST A CONTEXT OF A CERTAIN FORM; ON THE OTHER, KNOWLEDGE OF THE CONTEXT MAY PLAY A 

CRUCIAL ROLE IN WHAT I SEE IN HER. FOCUSING ON A CENTRAL FORM OF LINGUISTIC EXPRESSION OF EMOTION: WHAT 

SOMEONE SPEAKS ABOUT, AND THE WAYS IN WHICH SHE SPEAKS OF IT, MAY EMBODY A CERTAIN PICTURE OF HOW 

THINGS ARE. IT MAY BE THROUGH SUCH ARTICULATIONS THAT I COME TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THIS IS THE WAY IN 

WHICH THE SITUATION IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD; AND MUCH THAT IS NATURALLY SPOKEN OF AS ‘CONVERSATION’ 

INVOLVES ATTEMPTS TO ENGAGE WITH EACH OTHER’S ARTICULATIONS. CLARIFICATION OF THESE RELATIONS, AND, IN 

PARTICULAR, OF THE WAY IN WHICH SPEECH IS A FORM OF CONTACT WITH ANOTHER, CASTS IN A FRESH LIGHT THE 

FAMILIAR OBSERVATION THAT THERE ARE MANY EMOTIONAL STATES THAT CAN ONLY BE ASCRIBED TO ONE WHO 

POSSESSES A LANGUAGE. 

 

KATHLEEN HIGGINS (PHILOSOPHY, AUSTIN/TEXAS) 
HTTP://WWW.UTEXAS.EDU/COLA/DEPTS/PHILOSOPHY/FACULTY/PROFILES/HIGGINS/KATHLEEN 

THE SPIRITUALITY OF MUSIC:  AN EMOTIONAL EXPLORATION 
 

 

DISCUSSION LEADERS: 

THOMAS SCHWARZ WENTZER  
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, INSTITUTE OF PHILOSOPHY AND HISTORY OF IDEAS, UNIVERSITY OF AARHUS, DENMARK 
HTTP://PERSON.AU.DK/EN/FILTS@HUM.AU.DK 
 
POUL PODER 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF COPENHAGEN, DENMARK 
HTTP://WWW.SOCIOLOGY.KU.DK/VEJVISER/VEJVISPER_ENG.ASP?USID=24 
 
ANNE LINE DALSGÅRD 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF AARHUS, DENMARK 
HTTP://PERSON.AU.DK/EN/ETNOALD@HUM 
 
PETER STORM HENNINGSEN 


